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THE OZARK REGION,

or “Ozark Uplift,” as the Feolu@,-lm are pleased to
deslgnate the country, is not confined to the
state of Missouri, but really embraces the entire
grand division of Bouthwest Missourl; the two
northern tiers of Arkansas counties: a block of
the dozen northwest counties of Arkansas: about
6,000 square miles of contiguous country in the
eastern divislon of the Indlan Territory and sev-
eral of the near outlylng counties of Southeast-
ern Kansas, covering altogether not less than
36,000 square miles of territory, or about 22.400,-
000 acres. While this reglon—large enough for a
good slzed state—ls a distinet upheaval and
mountainous In general character, more than
half of it i= made up of elevated plateaus, easy,
graceful slopes and beautiful low-lying wvalleys,
river and creek bottoms. These smoother lands
are all avallable to convenient and profitable
cultivation and a good percentage of them al-
ready devoted to general farming and frult rais-
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nﬂf the remaining 40 or 45 per cont of the coun-
try, one-half may be designated as hill country,
the balance being rough mountain country too
broken and precipitous for convenlent or proflit-
able cultivation. As a whole

THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY

is singularly attractive. It I3 a heappy union of
graceful, billowy prairie, wooded hills, far-reach-
ing tablelands, rugged, picturesgque bluffs, rapid
etreams, bold rocky cliffs end headlands, wild
glens and canYons, conical shaped buttes or
mounds, and green, grassy glades, and inter-
vales, the whole blending In

A MATCHLESS LANDSCAPE

In which Iz no semblance of weariness or mo-
notony, nothing abstract or startling, but every-
where endless vnrint? In unity and harmony.
The Ozark range has little of the rugged grand-
eur of the Rocky or Bnowy ranges, but is rather
& great divide, or water shed, reaching from the
Elack river country of Southeastern Missouri to
the Flint Hills of middle Eastern Kan=as, and
for the most part smooth enough for agricultural
nses, not to exceed 25 por cent of the cointry
above outlined belng too rough and rocky for
cultivation in some form.

Of the 35 or 30 Ozark counties of Southwest
Missouri of which T would write for the pleas-
ure of Mr. Bchmidt and his {i.ends.

THH MEAN ELEVATION

Is nat far from 1.200 feet above son level. Soma
of the lower wvalleys borderlng on Arkansas
drop to 800 and 900 feet, while the higher plateaus
m.‘u:lr'i hills reach an altitude of 1,600 to 1,800 fest,
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. 08 at Cedar Gap, Springfield and Lebanon. This
clvation glves 3

A DELIGHTFUL CLIMATE

as agrecable and healthful as one may find in
the Hlue Ridge of the Virginias and Carolinas—
a mild, equable temperature representing the
happy mean between the rigorous cold af the
North and the heat and humidity of the lower
South. There is ogone in this Ozark atmosphers
with" superabounding

HEALTH FOR MEN AND ANIMALS.

_The latitude and climate of South Virginla and
North Carolina i= delightfully reproduced here
with the added tone that comes of elevation
and elose kinshlp with the neighborlng western
prafries. Never more enjovable summer days or
cooler, restful summer nights than In these Ozark
hills. Not a breath of malaria ever SWESenSs ovar
this range where all the springs of life are
touched by the rejuvenating influence of the In-
vigorating atmosphere. There I3 no languor or
lassitude in the spirit or movements of the people
of this country, where the waters are pure, the
skles bright and the air as crisp and enlivening
as_in the foothllls,

You ask, Mr. Schmidt, if this is

A GOOD STOCK COUNTRY,

if it be sunited to profitable sheep and goat rais-
ing? Yes, why not? Sheep and goats are in af
these 25 counties—Irom 2,000 to 6,000 of the gold-
en fleeces—and from a few score to a fow hun-
dred of the silver flesces in o county. They have
always kaft sheep In the Ozarks and always prof-
itably, The footing Is splendid and the feet are
always strong and healthy. In fact it is-

A NATURAL SHEEP COUNTRY,

abundant in pure water and nutritious wild
grosses,  The woods and bare buttes grow any
amount of “blue stem™ and smaller grasses,
find there Is not one of these 25 or 20 Ozark
counties of Southwest Missouri that could not
graxe 10,000 to 20,000 eheep for ten months of the
year without Interference with the présent farm
operationg, Indeed, thers ave large countles liks
Texas, Wright, Shannon, Howell, Webster,
Douglas, Barry, Crawford, Laclede, Pollt, Taney,
Oregon and Ozark, where 50,000 shesp might he
ran on the wid ranzes. It is o mere question
of enclosing the range or Herding the sheep, and
in this country eitheér iz cheaply done.

THE NATIVE FLOCES

of mongrel sheep range the woods all winter in
most cascs, fow of them being treated to hay,
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rraln or shelter, Occasionally one runs onto a
ittle bunch of Cotswolds or Downs, and they
are alwaya healthy, fat and trim. The Kansas
Clty and St. Louls markets are near bhy—only 10
or 12 hours distant, and the lambs and wathaers
are quick of sale and profitable. In truth, Mr.
Schmidt, I cannot Imagine o more pleasant, bet-
ter paying or safer business than running well-
bred sheep of any of the mutton breeds In these
Ozark wilds, There are no wild gnimals, no
deadly parasites, no stagnant waters to breed
and foster them and

NO BLIZZARDS OR DISEASESR

Lo decimate the flocks., The winter Is mild, the
%'fi?élmill bahra of sn?tﬁ mns;t ufh th?in tima, and the

erbage wvaried and abiundant., If shee
are looked after they s

WILL RUSTLE FOR THEIR OWN LIVING

In any of the southern counties of this Ozark
group. The shelter of the cliffs, woods, gulches
and glens affords all needed protection from
the storms, save only In the sleat storms, when
they should be provided with shelter, even
though it be only the shelving rocks which are
common to many of the wild ranges It 1s
rather surprising that

SHEEPF BANCHING ON A LARGE BCALRB

has never been undertaken in this Ozark reglon.
Mr. Bates, who has had much experience and
observation In  Wyoming, Dakota and other
range states, says the grazing herbage is just
a8 nutritious and far more abundant here than
in any of the great sheep states of tha Wesr
and that the rizk of logs by storm and wild ani-
mals Is a= nothing compared to any of the
western sheep regions. His observations In thoe
south part of Chrizstlan County ond along the
northern border of Taney County led to the
conclusion that from ene to two shesp to the
acre. could be succeszsfully run in that country
and that it Is entirely feazible to run sheep

IN BANDE OF TWO THOUSBAND HEAD,

a2 they are run In Wyomling, Montana, Utah
and Oregon. A nomadic shespman, who re-
cently found his occupation gone in the Powder
river country of Wyoming, where the govern-
ment absorbed his sheep runs in one of the
forest reserves, quite agreed with Mr. Hates
that ranching on the western plan was entirely
feasibla in Taney, Stone, Barry and McDonald
counties, and that this replon offered great In-
ducements .to the nomadic sheepmen who are
landless ‘and are now belng crowded off their
old runs, either by the pgovernment, the big
sheepmen or the cattlemen. Of course they
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MUST OWN THEIR RANCHES,

in the Ozarks =0 as not to encroach on the iit-
tle valley and bottom land farms of the river
sottlers, but that is easy enough to do when
government and other non-resident lands can
be massed in 1,000, 2,000 and up tao 4000 acra
tracts at $1.50 poer acre. as can be done in sev-
eral of the counties. Thiz iz a low figure for
graging lands good enough to carry two sheep
to the acre. he more one lools into

THIS OZARK RANCH PROPOSITION

the mora exciting it grows. Here are milllons
of acres of rich wild grasses worth millions of
dollars in the agsregate, now going to feed the
annual fires, and nobody to utilize them.

A HUNDRED I,000-ACRE BHEEF RUNS

could be made up in each of a dozen counties
T could name without making a single settler o
dima poorer and with the certalnty of making
the new rancher

MANY A DOLLAR OF GENEROUS INCOME

out of his investment. Thera are a lot or
thing=s for the "frozen out"” western shespmen
to think about In this country., One of these
iz tha ownership of hiz ranch by indisputable
title deeds. Another 1g all the year round graz-
ing. 8t another Iz the near-by markets. and
best of all, the absolute freedom from risk of loss
by storm or disease. And

HOW TEMPTING THE OUTLOOK

to esrly lamb raisers in thiz kindly climate
where Ilambing mav ba done In December and
the lamba sold in June. The grasses are greéen
in theae southern woodlands by Mareh 16 and
the ewes in full tide of milk by Anril first. This
ig a long way better. NMr. Schmidt, than wyour-
self or friends can do in Clay County, Ill.. or
than those rangeless sheepmen can do in Wy-
oming and Montanan. Thiz Ozark ranch busi-
ness

APPEALS TO THOUGHTFUL: SHREEPMEN

viewed from whatever standpoint they may.
Thera Is grass in the wvalleys, grass on the
slopes, grass In the gulehes and up the rocky
hilleides. The rains bring the herbage, and
keep It proen till the November frosts. Then
follows the succulent green winter plantaln and
the patches of blue grass, and all over the
gheep runs ara cold springs, clear &s amber,
feeding brooklets and creeks and rivers that
are ever flowing.
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In this connection, I dm pleased to give the
following

STORY OF A TANBEY COUNTY SHEPHERD,

A= printed four years ago in the Missouri and
Arkansae Farmer, The frankness snd ecandor
of the ‘writer, not lesg than his startling dis-
closuire of * local  possibllitlés In sheep radsing,
will furnish food for thought to many of tha
regders of the Americon Sheep Breeder,

*1 eame here with lttle more thin my stock
of expericnce with gheep. 1 had only enough
money to pay the $14 government fes and buy
i small flock of 50 sheep, and such few artieles
ns o homesteader needs, My claim of 160 acres
lics on the ridge a mile from White river;
and the land Is high and rolling and covered
withh blue stem grass, and thergé Is abundant
water in the voalleys and plenty of shode overy-
where, Just such o country a8 my experienco
in four sheep ralsing states had taught me was
ndniuted for the sheep business,

I found my=alf a plonear shean rolssy of
Taney County and had to combnt the prajudice
of my nelghborg as well ag thelr dogs. The
first month I lost ten of my little flook: by Aogs:
It has been up-hill work for sears, but I have at
lagt demonstrated thit sheep are the money-
makers, and my neighbors have small focks of
their own. As the shéep have multiplied the

ricjudies and the dogs have given way, B0 the
oss from that source s emall and would be
nothing were my sheep corralled at nlght, which
1 have not done. ¢

“TIn the seven years my little flock of 40 and
Its Inerense—for 1 never bought any more, 6x-
copt bucks—have supported me year by yoenr and
inoreaszed until the flock numbers 200 at pres-
ent, after sslling off the surplus for 1598,

“This i= the most ideal country and climate
for ' sheep I have -ever known, 1 haye never
lonat A sheep from contagious dlsease, Scab and
foot Tot and other troublesoma sheep discnses
are whelly unknown here. 1 have talited with
breedars who alaim they have brought  scib-
infocted sheep heré and they got well of thair
own accord. The groundis dry and well droined,
There = no mud and no stognant wator or miry
laces, Sheop love the high ground of the hills,

hey love to sleep at night on the highest ground
they con find.

“Mha Ozarke mountains, with thelr extensive
blue stem ronge and mild ollmate, afford an
unexeelled locality for sheep.

HI feed my sheep nothing from March 1st to
December 15t After December 1=t I feed them
lizghtly untll January and then light or heavy,
according to the weather, until March. With
the first days of March my sheep find picking
sufficlent on the rangs and do not come up for
thelr foed.

..
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‘Weeds are the first green things that ap-
pear, but by Mareh 15th the blue stem grass I8
abundant, -

W have been experimenting with blue grass
and find that when started it Tapidly grows ang
spnreade wherever the blue stem fourishes. 1
do not doubt hut that with & nominal ountlay
the blue grass can be made to flourish on these
nillz-as It does in old Kentucky. where I wis
ralaged. Indeed, the climate and the generol
appenrance of the country are strikingly sim-
ﬂ:E"'L':l'-‘;i.'i.i'"her.u one buys all the feed it costas but 6D
conte o year to winter the sheep, and nothing
whatever to goma I kaow who let thelr sheep
mstle for a Uving the whole yvear through, It s
true sheep will live without feed through the
winter upon the range in this county, but T find
it money well Investad Lo keep my flock strong
and healthv so the ewes may bring early and
hetter lnmbs,

“Eut little tillable land s required by the
gheapman; fifleen acres of clover and timothy
will winter 300 head of sheep, I have only fif-
teen ncres in cultivation on my, ¢lnim, hut as
mtich of this is in froit, T buy considerabla part
af my winter fead. 5

“Rine grass remalns green all winter in Toney
County, I dn not doubt that thirty or fortv
arves of rough land started to hlue grass will
winter in good shape a large flock. |

wrphoneands of acres of government land in
Taney County arve open o homestead ot the
pitiful sum of $14 for 160 acres, or which may
be sagh enterad at $1.25 por aecre, which wouln
make §denl sheep ranches. While most of this
{5 rourh high lond, it is all covered with grass
and thmber and well watered, It I8 this closs
of lanid that makes the best sheep range, One
who understands the country oan locate olafmms
with aufﬂcinntﬂlmi;al, rleh Iand to raise winter

lnrge flocks.
fﬂfﬁwf: I:whngnru handling =heep are anxious for
more sheepmen to locate with us.  Sheep Tals-
Ing {2 an infant indusiry which wonld he more
profitable to all In handling, protentineg  and
markating: our supplios were more peoplé . en-
o

gnfﬁt]? l;lhnén are pommon native swes bred to
Shropshire bucks, but I would advisa newcom-
ors, whenever possible, to bring in thelr fookes.
ag the demand far exceeds the locol sunply. Of
the wartous bresdz I would sumgest the Cots-
wolil ns heing host adapted to this Toeality.
They are large, -hearty and sood, mothers

sy lambs come in December; by April they
welph from forty (o _sevinty nounds and hring
@ and T oents in 8t, Louls. Mild climate allows
me to put my lambe on the market In April
when tha best prioes are pald. Tn April 1 shear
my floclk, the wanl nrtting me an average of
$1 per bead; but would do better with a better
grade than I have.



"My experlence teaches me that T can make
100 per cent annually on each dollar Invested
in Taney County, I do not have to herd my
flock, 1 do not round them up at night,
though it would be better If this were done. My
fiock epend tha night in the woods, close to
th]ﬁt house, where they come each evening for
galt,

“In winter I do not shed them, except the
ewes in lambing time. I have not lost in seven
years o single she or lamb from the weather.
There are no varmints here to molest sheep; no
waolves or bears, and I have no trouble with
large birds or foxes.

“My own experience assures me that any in-
dustrious man who has sufficient money to buy
a small flock can come to Taney County, home-
stead a tract of 160 acres and make a success.,
It would give me Eln&sura to give advice and
such assistance as I could to beginners,

“To men with capital there s blg money In
hondling 1 2 [floc in this county. There
are tracts of government land ranging in size
from 160 to 6,000 acres of the finest sheep range
on earth, which may be cnsh entersd at $1.95
per acre. The price of all land is very low.
The best Improved farms in the White river
bottoms can be had at from 16 to 326 per

acre, H. T. WILSON, ForsyLh, Mo."

THE MAGNIFICENT AND MATOHLESS
WATER BYSTEM

of this Ozark country passes belief, Nothing at
all eomparable with it in any of the other
mountain ranges of the country. The limestone
formation underlying nearly nll of the Ozarik
country is cavernous, abounding in caves, some
of them miles in extent and of rare beauty and
interest, and these, with the hundreds of small-
er caverns and the numerous fissures in tha bed
rock readily absorh the rains and snows that
fall upon thizs great divide, and the waters are
filtered Into sobterranean rivulets, oreeks and
rivers of which thousands of g¢lear, cold rock
springs are born. These springs fesd brooklets,
cresks and rivers that thread their way through
the hills into the most beautiful and Elamenun
water system I have ever yet seen. The Mera-
mee, Gasconade, Osage, Spring, Big Plney, Lit-
tle Piney, Current and White rivers, all clear,
rapld streams of splendid volume, are hut the
continuation and reflection of subterranean riv-
era that flow hundreds of miles under the
“Ozark Uplift™ and break out Into mighty
fountains that form new rivers. It is Impossi-
ble without sceing them to Ect. any adequate
conception of the wvolume and magnificence of
theze pgreat fountains. The Mammoth Spring
that breaks Into a fountaln of a hundred fest
diameter and 90 feet depth just at the Arkansas
border on the Memphis division of the Frisco
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raflway vields 1,000 horse water power within 40
tods of its eapaclous opening and spreads out
into o splendid rushing river 150 feet wide that
wastes its energy among the rapids and cas-
eades to itz junction with Black river 30 miles
below.

The beautiful Mernmec flrst =ees the llﬂ{t
and sunshine in a glant fountain of 80 feet di-
ameter up in the hills of Texas County and
flows downward alo the Frigsco road to thea
wvery gates of Bt. Louls, as fair and bright and
dashing as the historic Juniata. Every river
and creck and brooklet of this beantiful Ozark
repion trocves to a spring as clear as a mirror,
The streams and springs are countless, though
not all nameless, o ranch or home or camp-
ing ground ls without its spring. brook. or riv-
er, and the unused water power of the Ozarks
could drive all the machinery in all the citles
of Migsourl and furnizh the light and heating
energy besides. There are a thouzand foun-
tains in these hills any one of which would
make more than local fame for as many towns
in the less favored and more monotonous pral-
rie stotes, And these springs make brooks and
ponds for hundreds of possible homes, farms
£ stock ranches.
dnldmentlun them to show Mr. Schmidt and his
friends that I have lately been rambling over

A SHEEP AND GOAT RANCHER'SB FARA-
DISE.

The flocks were hers a dozen years and more
ago when I got my first impressions of the
Ozarks as o pastoral country. ow the goals
are here and the country has the sanctions of
two wvears of prosperous and successful goat-
herding. It is something over two years since
Ay, Puterbaugh of Chicago brought

BIGHTEEN HUNDERD ANGORAS

to Cave Spring Farm, just uu‘r.side of Bpring-
fleld. They were direct from Texas—semi-trop-
ical goats, and were turned into the brush in
the early spring and left to the tender mercles
of wind and weather at on altitnde of 1,600 feet.
The frosts and cold storms nipped some of the
weaker ones and the March =torms got a fow
that were too early shorn, but in spite of wind
and weather and bad hg_.nnnn .‘_the Al ras
tweathered the weather'” an cropped  the
crop” of interminable browse and brush, leav-
ing Mr. Geo. A. Ramsey, owner of the farm,

A BEAUTIFUL BLUE GRASS PASTURH,

; Iv onk scrub and a tangle of hazel
Ezmlrgraﬂmnb:;a had been. 'The flock wrought the
usual transformation In the brush-ridden pus-
ture, leaving behind a sheen af living green fur



the sheep and cattle that were to come affer,
Following these eame many  smaller luts of
Angoras, mastl from = Texus, snd these
were scattered well over  Gréene, Christian,
Wehater, Wright, Howell, Tansy, Phelps and
Crawlord ecountles, where they hove sines done
well, more “thon | moetlng expectntions,

THE TLACE & HOOVER FLOJK.

il strong, -selected from the famous New Mex-
ico herds af Mre. Morgaret Avmer and B D,
Ludlow & Co., were brought to Cubn, In Criw-
ford County, & year and a half ago and turned
intn 40 acres of sorub oak, where they subsisted
well on winter browse, and lpst summer made
g practical finlsh of the brush on the 40 acres,
This fine flock of thoroughbred Angoras, por-
haps the bést bred in all Missourl = now 425
strong ohd 158 winterlng op the suburban favm
of Father O'Loughlin at Rolln in Phelps ooun-
iy. 'Theé severnl views miven of this fine floolk,
with Jts bright Iittle shepherdess, Mizs Ruoth
Hoover, were taken under the eye of the writer
1o ghow how high eclass Angoras will thiive in
the wild brush lends of the soutl Mlsgourl
Qzarks. Bpeaking of the ungualified success
of this flock under Missoorl conditons, I, O,
(. Ploce of the Boulder, Col., Sanitarium, savs;
“We have found the Opark reglon of southern
Missouri an idsal poat country. Our flock win-
tored well Inst winter, getting thelr own. liv-
g on the wild browse at Cuba, and wa are
running them in the saome manner at Rolln the
present winter,  Southwest Misgoorl 15 o gras
ot countey.” Bo confldent of & sucecsstul
iIgsue for thelr well bred Angoras. ars Messra,
Plaice & Hoover, thnt t!mi.' will push the bresd-
ing/of pure Angoras to the very highest levels
known to the industry, with o view to supply-
ing high class breoeding stock to the Angorn
breeders . of the O®irk country, Thelr futtrs
plang also. involve the brecding of o the beést
olosses of milk gosts and  the condensing of
goal’'s milk for use of infants and Invallds. These
gentlemen, whese observation in the leading
gont countries of the old world led them to the
Ozarks for & Jocation, are among the most
enthusinstic Angorn champions and fanciers 1
hove vet sesn and have gathered about them
a very gelect lot of high beed does and Inelud-
ing cholee bucks from the Armer, liandrom,
Johnston and Balley hegds.

The Swan Cresls Land and Fruit Co., at Ton-
eyville, In Taney county, founded a very =solect
floek Imst fall by purchose of a lob of megis-
teroed does and bucks from the Armer and Luad-
low: fioeks: and will materially fdd to the size of
thelr Angora holdings the coming spring.

At Mountadn Grove, In Welght county, on the
Memphis division of the Frisco T‘l? om,  Mr.
+ Kenrelgh & Son put in & fock of 240
Angoras to “elvillze" thealr new farm -
tory to parmanent ahu:ga farming. T-E' %m-
rifgh: last week assored the writer that the
gonts had proven o great success az brush ex-
ﬂn{:g_utuhem and that whoerever they have cleaned
oiit the brush the blues and white clover
anme In,. Mr. HKenrel saved 80 per cant
af all the kids dropped in his flook Inst year
Hotlf himself and son ara enthusiastic “over
their success with goats nna  will  increase
thelr flock to the full rowsing capacity of the
form. Mr. Slocum, an lown poat brosder, hax
10 well bred Angorns in the near nelghborhood
aof the Kenrelgh®s and there are many small
hunches of thess goats in Wright county and
the neighboring eountics of Texas and Howsll,
both  of which are wwell stocked with “hluae
stem' and other native herbage. Tha

PROGRESS OF THI ANGORA

in southwest WMissour] I8 remarkable, nnd wvet
It Is not surprising when one conslders the ox-
tranrdinary loeal nfde to the ifndustry, The
goat takes eare of himsell and thot appeals
ta the edsy golng native farmers, who fre not
mverfriendly to anything ke su=tained Inbor,
With' these old settlers an anlmal that

WORKS FOR NOTHING AND BOARDS
HIMSHLF

while clearing up the farm, will naturally bave
grent favor. The Ancora is mighty popular
fn the Ogarks just now hecpusoe thero |8 a gen-
ern]l movement toward the extension of the
grain flelds and orchards, Oak . grubg, sprouts
and soruby nre not easily killed by tha oxe and
grial hoe and have to ha reckoned with for
several vears before they are subdoed. The
goats will kil them out In a single season if
eonfined ond kept in sufficient numbors. A hun-
dred poals ars wornth in killing out brosh the
two bhest woodsmen that ever wielded an axe
or pick. Thay

KILL THE BRUSH, ROOT AND BRANCH.

and miake an end of 9t. and the next season aro

Inoking for “mew fields to conguer.®’  The set-
tlers have found out that the Angorn s on-
riching their faorms while they are  olearine
them up and most of them are clamorous for
goatg,  Half the farmers in the counlry want
goates ond the other half will soon enough
want them. Ona eonld =&l a train load in o
wesk il Mountnin Grove, West Plains, Willow
Bprings; Thaver, Ozark. Sparta, Chadwlck, For-
gyth or Bpringfield. The
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ANGORA FEVER 18 EPIDEMIC,

and is spreading fast. The Frisco rallway sys-
tem inaugurat a general Angora boom last

by giving a swell ﬁoat gﬂ-ﬂimqt at the
Planters” Hotel and Inviting half a hundred
mare or less distingulshed men and women ta
join in the disposition of a cheerful and invit-
ing goat meat menu. About the =ame time was
organized

THE FRISCO LIVE STOCK COMPANY,

avowedly for the purchase and distribution of
Angora goats among the farmers of the Ozark
egion. In pursult of this ecommendable pur-
pose, thils ‘corporatlion, which is compos of
enterprising Frisco railway offielals, prominent
men in all departments of local life and veteran
Angora bresders, has purchazed trocts of wild
land at Arlington, Newburg, Bwedesburg, Bpar-
ta and other points on the Frisco system, where
experimental goat farms will be conducted as
object lessons to the nelghboring settlers and
from which goats will be distributed In small
bunches omong farmers desirous of engaging
in the goat and Mohair industry. The com-
{mnj’ has already several lots of Angoras at
ts different stations, and with the opening
of spring will bring in several thousand An-
goras and common goats with a view to the
stocking of the surrounding farms and instruct-
ing the farmers in the practical ways of goat
breeding and handling. Mr., Fred Ludlow of
Lake Valley, Wew Mexico, who is one of the
directors of the company, and an expert in An-
gora breeding and handling, will devote several
months of the coming summer to the instruc-
tlon of the farmers in the management of
their initial flocks. DIvery movement of this
company since Its organization last October,
has bheen charactérized by good husiness pro-
codure ond its maoster np!rﬁs have displayed
clearness of Insight and forecast, energy, en-
thusinem and determination that promise great
and lasting success to the enterprise. This Is
the first instance In which a great rallway asvs-
tem has lent its powerful influence and co-op-
erption in the work of

COLONIZING THE ANGORA

goat in large areas of “its tributary territory
and the movement will be watched with Inter-
&gt by other lines., a= well as by the general
goat ralsing publle,. Certain It is that the
Frisco people are bringing the Angora Into the
Ozarks to stay. And egually certpin is it that
their premises are well talken. With the possi-
bla excéption of the mountaing of New Mex-
ieo, there is no country In America more emi-
nently suited for the raising of goats and Mo-
hair than the Ozark region, where the climate,
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soll, water, footing, browse and wlld herbage
unite to make

A REAL ANGORA PARADISH,

The goat Is, par axcellence, the great clv-
flizer of a brush country. Turned loose in these
wooded hill ranges he will clear away ths na-
tive brush and =crub as the sun dissipates the
dews, and after him comes the all-conquering
blue grass and white clover. Then follows the
flocks of sheep, the dalry herds, thae in
ficlds, orchards, vineyvards, gardens, and all the
higher arts and better amenities of rural liv-
ing, The Angora in the Ogarks is the best
angury of promise this beautiful mountain
country has yet seen or entertained. ‘When
bands of the pretty silver fleeces are treading
thege brush ridden, half cleared and half oculti-
vated fields, and threading the milllons of acres
of woodland now go rich In unused herbage and
browse, the real milennium of domestic hus-
bandry will have dawned on the Ozarks. Thera
l2 room and abounding =ubsistence in these 25
or 30 counties of southwest Missourl for

EVERY GOAT IN THE UNITED STATES.

If 20,000 of the industrious browsers were
brought Into each of these counties, they would
double the realty valunes of the farms In two
seasons, Omnly the sheep van match them as
fertilizers of worn and wasced fields. Nothing
—not even the muscular arms of the ploneer
gottler, can equal them as domesticators of o
wilderness country. Yes, Mr. Schmidt, the
Oznrks are a good goat and sheep country.
Never a bettér. TPrimarily a magnificent goat
pountry. Secondarily or just a little more re-
motely, o superb shesp country. Every farmer
in the Ozarks should bless the day when Mr.
2. A. Hughes launched his Angaro boom for
the Ozark mountains, préeparatory to his immi-
gration boom for tha great Southwest. The
ponesr flocks and shepherds are here and for-
tune smiles on them. For every native farmer
that bullds a fock of Angoras in this reglon
there will come half a dozen new settlers to
found new flocks, plant new roof trees and
build new homes. In answering Mr. Bchmidti's
queztions about thls country, we mike answer
to o score of other guestlons from scores of
nther questioners.

WILL DOMESTIC GRASS GROW HERE?

Yes, why not? Blue grass grows above the
limestone bedrocks in old Kentucky and it will
prow above the same formation here. Indeed, it
{2z already growing here side by slde with its
kindred white clover. Wherever sh ., EOats
or cattle range there are flocks, patches and
fields of blue grass. You may find it along

13



the Frisco road from St Leouls to Sprinefield
and westward to the Knnsas and ‘fnnﬁjnngﬂhnri
dors. It does not eovar tha country a= In north

-Miggour]. but it follows the flocks nnd herds as

the needle Inelines to the pole. This Is

NATTRALLY A GRASS COUNTRY,

Where "hlue stem" erfows wiid in the woods:
blun grass and timothv., and the eolovers il
grow In the flelds. There are solendid lttle
patches of hlue grass on all farms where Hve
ftonk are run, Timothy meadows nre  guite
sommon and very nroductive. Anid thees rod
imestona soils are the navadise of the olovers,
Now and then ana iz WMesz=ad with the sleht of
a rich rank patnh or fisld of clover, bt the
average furmer = not vet up to the standard
af the rotatlve farmineg In which the clover fislid
Is the nrima factor.  And vob the doe will eome
when the elaver felds, ns tha avehards now, will
nover o fifth or saixth of tho ambla farm
Innds. Of

THE NATIVE GRASERS

T have already brieflv snaken. Bl stem i=
the stalwart wild grass of the woods and pn-
raltivated hills and mrows everywhers, reachinos:
Ita heet estate in tha sauthorly coimties of Ore_
o, Riplav. Howell, Carter,” Shannon.  Thney,
Toxns, Wrizht  Twouglass., O=znrle,  Chrigtisn,
Hione, Rarey, Nawtnnm and MoTwansld, T |3 a
hunch erass, ag In ths farther West, and srows
two and thres foot high, A —short. fine onrly
erage. akin, to the buffnle =ra=sa of 1he nipnins,
nl=n nhonnde In the same countlea, adding ma-
terinlly to the sheen eraging canacity of tha
conntry, Mixed with these 4w half a doser
other wild orassss with an enidless varlety of
wilil flowering plants and weads th sweoll  the
wvolnme of gromine horhnoe, senecinlly for slieep
and moate.  Me=t of the wradland= are com-
narafvely free of undergrowth, so that thers s
privctically

FREE OPFEN ODANGE

for the fincks and herds » conditlon huhilv
nrized by the manohman.  Poth Mr. Norton (the
Arizona woat man) and Mr. Bates, the shosn
eenert. ware. enthuslastie over the abnndanee
of wild harbase and- tha open  andbstructed
ranee of the wondipnds they saw In Chrlsting
amdd Taner ommtles,  The same onndftions nh-
taln In @l the Ozark cenntles of  sonthwest
Mizsonvl and Arkansas. These gontlemen waorn
espacially pleased with the

ABSENCE OF POISONOUS VEGRTATION

and the freedom of the wild country from sheon
and goat killine wild anfmals. These are prl-
mary ' eonsiderntionz  with mookmnsters whn
venturea with hesitat’=» Into the land of the

H

wolf, eovote, bob oeat, or mountaln llan, Mp
Behmidt asks about

THE FEAINFATLL

ns if that were n “copdition precedent’”’ to sucs
pessiil husbhandry here as It is in central or
northern IMllnols. It s perhops cnough to: say
that hera, as in all the at divides or water
shod districts of the middle or enstern statos,
theore I8 no want of rainfall In the growing sca-
son.  An elevation of 1,300 to 1,700 feet generally
brings precipltation with overy prevaillng wind.
Here in the Ozarks It comes almost with the
regularity of the tides. I suppo=c 37 inches is
A, fair estimate of the annunt rainfall on' the
“"Ozark Uplift" Anvyway, they have all the
malsture they need for the growing ecrops and
sometimes o trifie too much. But, I heéar my
fuestioners asking,

HOW ABOUT THH BOILS?

Well, there is plenty of soil in these countles
and it difers in character and quality s in
every olther country. But It must be sald to
the ersdit of the Ozark region that there arve
no  sterile and unproductive distriets within
tha bounds of tha country reviewed in these
eolumns. . Beginning with Crawford - county,
some elghty miles west of 8Bt Louis, the Frisco
raflway runs along the orest of the great
Ozark divide meoriy 200 miles to the clty of
Springfeld, troversing the counties of Craw-
ford, Phelps, Pulnski, Camden, Lacieds, Wehster
and’ the east half of Greens, The country Im-
mediately along this part of the line Is mostly
smooth or gracefully undulating, and the super-
ficlal =oils are mostly slliclons eloye and maorls
of grayish cast, genernlly underlaid with a rich
red olay subsoil,  These soils are very retantive
and with anything like good handling produce
fine crops of grass, hay, ;grnln. vegétables and
fruits, and with the adoption of clover as a ro-
tatlon crop nre éapable of o high state of culti-
vatlon. here are large arens of ved land
in -all these counties, the sofls of which are
practically Indestructible. ANl these oounties
are well suited to mixed or varlety farming,

THE WHITE LIME DISTRICT.

embracing the countles of Greene, Webstar,
'-.‘Iﬂ-i ht, Ehrluﬂ:m. Polk, Lawrenge angd Jasper,
dre largely maode up of the red clay golis with
a libernl admixture of darvk red loams, the
aubsoils being mainly red cloys.  These solls
are abundant in lime and magnesin carbonate,
lme phosphate, alumina and organic muatter
and for fertility and yversatility of production
v = An oms. o =
urawun the products of the middie latitndes
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and are always and everywhers warm. friable
and retentive. These red zolls are largely char-

acterlstic of the entire Ozark ecountry, and

may be said to be as perfectly adapted to gen-
eral agriculture as any of the su clal_ soils
known to American husbandry, I the Ozark
counties of this southwest Missouri group have
good areas of wvalley or bottom landa lying
along the numerous rivers, creeks and even the
amall brooks, These valleys range from a few
rods to half a mile or more I width, and are
composed of the richest alluvials, the accumu-
lations of ages from the wash of the higher
hills and plateaus., Tn the eountles drained by
the Gasconade, Blg and Litle Piney, Bpring,
Current and other large streams, from eight
to ten per cent of the total area li;g bottom
land as rich as the wvalley or the Nlle and of
Imperishable productive power.

THH CROPS

‘Brown [n these red, gray and alluvial soils
embrace every farm production of the middle
latitudes. Wheat is a universal crop in the
Ozarks, rarely failing of good yleld to mood
cultivation. Thils year the wneat crop has been
uniformly good, the yield ranging from fiftecn
to forty bushels per acre, twenty-flve to forty
bughelz belng of course the reward of good
cultivation. The wheat grown on thess red
limestone soils is of the hizhest aquality, and
many  of these countfes produca closa to half
a milllon bushels. Corn i= a good erop in the
Ozarks wharever the planter i o good farmer,
the wield ranging from thirty-five to fifty bush-
els on the uplands, and from forty to ninaty
bushels per acre in the bottoms. Oats are a
good crop with all up-to-date farmera. and so
are rye, barley and the entire list of middle
country vegetables and plants. As

AN ALL AROUND FARM COUNTRY

the Ozarks will rank with any region of like
extent in the United States. They do not grow
a2 biz corn as on the black prairvie lands of
Ilinois, Towa and Nebraska, out they can grow
here' a much greater variety of crops and the
aquality of the grains, gras=es. vegotables and
frulia I unsurpassed. They hava

ALL EINDE OF COUNTRY

down here just as they have all kinds of crops
and soils. In Greene, Lawrence, Dallas and
Polk counties are large areas of most beauti-
ful prairie land and here are =ome of the finest
farms and orchards and country homes.in Mis-
sourl, Then there are the broad extended plat-
eaus and back of them toward the rivers come
the hills and bluffs. Along the Current. White
and Gasconade are broken mountain districts
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of surpassing .scenlc he&utg. And the low-lyving
valleys winding with the beautiful rivers down
through leagues on leagues of the most in-
viting lowland country 1 have seen in a third
of & century of almost constant travel. Then
there are the yellow or hard pine districts of
Shannon, Carter and neighboring ecountles
where the sandy lonm soils predominate. Tho
new settler may have his choice of these solls
as well as cholce of location, the main gquestion
with him being one of

LAND VALUES,

which are lower here than m any othar good
agricultural country in the United Btates. Im-
proved farms, with fair buildings, more or less
cultivated land and orchard, sell all the way
from ¥ to $30 per acre, the price depending
upon  loeation, =ofl, eultivation and Improve-
ments. Inm nearly all cases where these prices
obtain, the amount asked for the farms is
generally bolow the ecost of improvements, In
the great orchard districts the land values run
much higher;

IMPROVED LANDS,

which may be said to constitute 25 to 75 per
cent of each county, according to Its location,
dre selllng all the way from $1.26 per acre—the
price of Government land—up to 310 per acre,
according to location. Of course these wild
lands take a higher range of values near to the
cities, villages and commercial orchards. Large
tracts of cut-over land in Howell, Shannon,
Carter and other of the lower counties, where
the big lumber mills have operated, are offered
as low as $1.50 per acre. And to the credit
of these lands it may be sald that they abound
in the very best grazing grazs of tha country,
Including psatches of hlue grass and white
clover. BEven In the old Settled farm distrieis
of Pulaski, Christian, Howell and Wright
counties, from 60 to 76 per cent of the country
iz still in the wild or primitive state, and
thousands of acres of wild land are purchasable
at from %2 to 34 and 35 per acre. In the south-
erly countiea of this Ozark group one will
often Tun on to pretty little bottom land farms
with thirty, forty or fifty acres improved and
lyving along a clear brook or creek, which can
he bought at $6 to $3 per acre and very Iikely
thousands of acresa of wild, rough hill-land
adjoining it that may be homesteaded or pur-
chased at $1 to $1.60 per acre. 1 have heard of
just such purchases ns thess In the last few
weeks, But the marvel of this country is

THE CHEAP FARMS,

whare men have tolled for a generation to lm-
prove and make them habitable and comfort-
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able and homelike, and are now wllllnﬁn part
with often at the cost of the pProvi-
ments.  There are litdrally hundreds of these
farms in ove one of the countlies named in
this artlele, any of tne ssttlers know nothing
of the outslde world and after weeks of dis-
appointment and homesicknessg In looking over
other’ countries for o new location, come back
to repurchase the old homestsad or buy a new
one near by,  And these Tarms  wi ETOW
everything for the comfort and subsistence of
their ownerse—whent, corn. oots, TVe, swest ani
Irish potatoss, all the vogetables, all the fruits
—eaverything known to the middle states. In
fact there iz no reglon more easily settled or
that produces more of the means of independ-
ent living thon this Ozurk country from which
I came but yesterday, [ dare say Mr. Schmidt
and several thousand more of the readers of
this Sheep Breader would ke to Enow aboit
the public o

GOVERNMENT LANDS

of this Ozark region. Mr. Wm. H. Johnszon of
Springfield, Mo, who is considered the best
puthority on this class of lands. estimates
that there are stlll 200,000 acres of public land
subjent to cash entry or homestead entry in
southwest  Missourl, the three counties ‘of
Stone, Taney and Ozark alone having 30,000,
40,000 and 75,000 nores respectively, or o totad
aof 145,000 acres. 1 might give in this connec-
tion the conditions of entry, sectlement, oocupa-
tion and cash purchase of these lands and who
are éigible to homestead privilegeas, but Tor want
of gpace wlll refer these matters to Me Johnaon
himself, who will promptly furnish the ‘de-
gired informnotion by letter, During & resldence
of severnl yeprs In Teney Jounty, Mr. John-
aon  gettled more than 1,000 homesteaders In
that ecounty and no man Is more famillar than
he with the soll. timber, fruit, mineral and
other conditionz in the O=zork belt. "While the
greatey part of the public lands here are un-
aiited for genernl farm purposes, by reason of
their rongh ‘and often rocky moke-up, they are
all Fnrtlr:u!urh' well sdited to Ehmﬂ and goat
ralzihg and almost any of them might be made
adjuncts to nelghboring farmg  and stock
ranches. In this respect they have both pres-
et and progpective valus far bevond the nom-
inal price at which they may be gotten by consh
entry. Therg are thres. other Indusatries o
sources af permanent revenue that T have not
maentlonad, dnd each of them will interest the
home seeker. Flrst 'of these is

THE MINERAL WEALTEH

of the country, which is: inealculable beécsuso
inexhaustible, Hera is the richest lead and
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#lne reglon in the world, mllllons of dollars
helng Invested in the mining of these two min-
erals. the product ‘of which in three of thesa
counties reaches a value of $12,000,000 a vear.
The mineral deposits underlie three or four-
tifthy of the counties hersin named and only
the rogquisite capitnl is needed to develop the
mineral wealth of ths neswer territory to the
immense production reached in Jasper, Neawton
and Lawrence counties, Extansive deposits of
Irom are being worked near the city of Waest
Plafns in Howell county, and iron and copper
are being successfully mined at Winona, In
Shannon county. Full 60 per cent of Taney and
Christian countles are recorded as  mineral
lands where ﬂu}mrﬂnlﬂl prospecting shows very
rich deposits of lead and zinc. & same s
true of a dozen other counties, White lime Is
extensively produced in Greene, Dade and Jas-
per eountles, the vearly exports from Gresne
ooty annually renc over half o million
barrels. Dade gounty makes and exports about
D0.000 barrels and Jasper county 87,260 boorrels
per year.  The white lime rocks of these coon-
tles ‘ghow over U5 per cent of pure carbonate
of lime. Jnaﬂnr county has extensive beds of
marhle. whileh sare quarried for export on =
lnrge seale,  This mineral wealth may not in-
tareat our pastoral, agriciltural or frult cul-
turist readers, but the millions of eapital in-
vieeted in mining enterprises in this fabulously
rich region mand the tens of thousands of men
engaged In the production of lead, zine, iron
and lme here makes homs markets: for the
rivducts of the farm, flocks, orchards and
oreste. It will intereat My, Schmidt and many
another reader of this review to know that thiz
Orark region has

FORHEST WEALTH

of great pregent and greater prospective value.
These Ozark woodlands have other slgnificance
than the fuel they yleld and the wild grasses
and flora that are here in prodl profusion
to tempt. the pastoralist with his sheep and
goats and eattle.  While the hard pine dia-
trigts are well denuded of thelr rieh ‘growth,
thae milllons of acres of woodinnd abound in
white, black, red, burr, pin and post oaks,
hickory, walmit, ash, sycamore &nd elm. =il of
growing .commercial wvalue five times greater
than the present priee of the land these woods
now cover. Many a wild tract in Pulaski,
Christian, Taney, Howesll, Wright and other of
these largeiy wooded counties will be worth ten
years henee ten times their present commerchal
value for the timber alone. Somea of our rend-
ers In the famous froit belts of Michigan, On-
tarin, Westorn New York, New Jersoy. Mary-
land and the “Hastern Shore” will very likely
mpke protest when they read in this letter that
the Ogzark uplift is
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THE GREATEST FRUIT COUNTRY IN
AMERICA,

Only the Oregon and California frult belts
can vie with It in territorial extent: nor ean
any of them excel It in frult growing possi-
bilities. This, good reader, iz the “Land of the
Blg Apple,' and the single northwest county
of Arkansas—RBenton county—ten vears ago ex-
ported 32,000,000 worth of apples in a single
year. Apple, peach and pear orchards galore
reach out in bewildering succession all the way
u& the: Frisco road from suburban 8t Louis.
& miles westward to Springfield, the central
city of the Ozhrks. There nre orchards and
orchards at Cuba, Rolla, Crocker, Newberg,
8wedeborg, Lebanon, Conway, Marshfleld and
all around Springfleld. ‘The output of a single
orchard at Lebanon sold last fall for 36,000 and
Iowa partles are clearing the woods at this
point for

A FIVE THOUSAND ACRE ORCHARD.

A small orchard at Cuba yielded $1,000 worth
of pears last season., All up the Kansas City
and Memphis line of the }Erism road as far
north as Lamar and southward from Spring-
field to the Arkansas border it ls & network of
apple, ach and pear orchards. "There are
hundreds of =mall orchards planted for farm
use on elther slde of the rollway, but the visitor
is mostly taken with

THE BIG COMMERCIAL ORCHARDS

that flank the railway for miles as yvou travel
down the south slope of the Ozarks from Cedar
Gap to Thayer and Mammoth Spring at the
southern border of the state. One of the pioneer
commercial orchards of the Ozarks was planted
some 25 vears ogo by Hon. Ira 8, Hunﬁ.lne. i
Michlgan fruit grower, who came to Spring-
field for a milder and kindlier ollmate. He
purchased land four miles west of the city and
finding that the seedling orchards of the neigh-
boring Tennessee farmers bore great crops of
fruit. he took the cue from them and planted
scores of acres of the best standard apple trees,
Mr. Hazeltine built even better than he knew.
His apple trees multiplicd and bore surpassin

aro of surpassing rrult. Almost intoxicat

wi the sucecess of his venture, Mr. Hazeltine
bought more land, stripped it of timber, plowed
deep and planted apple trees tHl the native
farmers wondered if he were not gona daft
Inztead of going to the asyvilum they sent him to
Congress and looked on amazed at the mag-
nitude of his orchards, the magnificence of afgn
a%pla crop and the volume of his bank arcount.
This brave old ploneer was lately laild to rest
in the red soil that made him fortune in apple

N0

treee snd fruits, but his four sons are still
buying red lands and planting new orcharda
and growing rich from the sale of their apple
crops. Two years ago the fruit crop from the
combined Hazaltine orchards sold for $57.000
The crop of one of the 8l-acre Hazeltine or-
chards sold on the trees that year for $13,500
and the crop from another S0-acre orchard for
$12,000, the buyer himself harvesting them. You
gee, my dear Mr. Schmidt, this iz $150 per
acre: and better for a single erop of apples—
almoet ns gnod as growing corn and hog= in
your own Clay County, Ill., prairles. The
Hazeltines have cold storage for their apples
now and sell them late in the winter when
the markets are wall cleared of loss perfect
frait. If wou ever come to Springfield over
the AMemphis branch of the Frisco line, Mr
Bihmidt, take a good look at these great Hazel-
tine orchards as you are rolling Into this beau-
tiful “Queen City of the Orxarks” And when
you have looked well over this bright. busy,
buoyant, bustling town of 30,000 people, the
product and commercinl center of the Oszarks.
take a run down the Memphis division of the
Frisco to Cedar Gap in Wright ecounty. You
are still In the red lands here, 1.790 feet above
the tides and In the midst of 6000 or 7,000 acres
of thrifty apple orchards, mostly planted by
Memphis people who come up here io summer
in their pretty mountain cottages. You are on
the erost of the great Ozark divide here, and
whichever way you turn s Arcadia.

On the wesat lies the clear Spring lake, some
forty mileg in extent, and surrounded by wood-
lands and orchards. To the southeast the
horizon line is seventy milles away and the
outlines of the “Twin Mountains" are as well
defined as the neighboring cottages. Within
this fleld half a hundred mountain peaks cast
their shadows over the Intervening valleys, and
weild lches and ecanons, presenting an ever-
changing panorama of scenie beauaty beyond
the power of my poor English to desoribe. On
the northeast the view i=s scarcely less en-
chanting. for the wision reaches fifty miles
away Into the blue atmosoheriec depths, hal-
lowed with the verdure of pine-clad hils. From
vour comfortable aobservation car you look hun-
dreds of feet below into deep, wild guloches
and glens where sreat springs swell into moun-
taln streams that go dashing and dancing down
Into eavernous depths that are never touched
hy the sunshine., And over all {g the saft hlue
haze of these serens helghis bathing mountain
and walley and glen with

A light that hath no name,
A glory never sung."
Hers, my good Mr. Sehmidt, is

THE NuEW ARCADITA
every: whit as falr as the wome above Lhe
ul



Aegean Sea. Here the splrit of poesy touches
the stern realism that plants ‘orchards and
vineyards, (reighting their preclous. burdens of
frult and wine to the sunny sites of the Houth,
In these hLills, too, the ashepherds may fnd
thelr Arcadin in pastoral scenes falrer than the
Hebrew shepherds ever knew. But never mind
about moralizing. There are more  orcharvds
down at Mansfleld-under-the-hills and hall a
dozen miles further on at Norwood they are
clenring awny tho waods unl:llnflﬂntms' orohards,
seores of them. A dozen les further down
the gouthern slope of the Ozarks you are

AT MOUNTAIN GROVE,

still 1,600 frot above the sea level, still In the
red lands and Wright county. Everybody Is
touched with the mania -for commercinl or-
chards here. Thera are 7,000 or 3,000 nores of
apple and pear trees within a radious of four
miles of the bright and progressive little eity
of 1,800 souls, They have flouring mills, hanks,
churches and a model academin school here;
a big ecold storage plant that carries 28,000 bar-
rels of apples, and o beautiful platean country,
not to mention flocks of sheep and goats. It
is the founding and extension of orchords, tho
preservation and sale of fridits, however, that
pngages popular atteption and the attentlon
of visitors as well, A little way below is

CABOOL AND MORE OIRCHARDS

in the edge of Texas county, the largest of

the mountoin counties—the largest "in' the
gtate, A Hwvely little town, soma flouring mills,
1 model flock of cotswolds chewing their cuds
and quietly eveing the train, and a pretty little
valley are the sallent features of the situation.
Down thig wvalley, narrow and winding, wo

go to i
WILLOW SPRINGS,

a lvely sawmill town of 1.800 peoplée or mors,
and orchords evarywhere there is room  for
them. Gradually we drop down the southern
glope by Burnham and are soon in the

LAND OF THE OBRCHARD' AND VINE.

At Pomona there ig o strageling new village
Ideal In itd wild tree-embowered location and
all  around It orchards and vineyards, small
frult farms, frult and wing cellars, frult storing
and packing houses and over and In all the air
of commercinl frult growing., Hall a dozen
}ullgas down the ling brings us—Mr, Schmidt and
~—to

)

OLDEN AND THE OLDEN FRUIT FARM.

Thirteen wears ago, there were 700 acres of
this great frult farm In-annle, peach, peae and
nherry orchords and s=small  fruit plats. Now
thera gre 130000 Wihertn peach trees, and the
apnle orchards of the farm are miles In ov-
tent. They have norssries. frolt cellnrs. eold
ptoraze, packine houges and worehouses gn-
Inre, and a pretty village has grown up about
fha ztatlon. Pvery way ane turn= thers are
arehards, small fralt plats, pretty eottaess and
the characteristie alr of a cultivated; contented,
ponfdent community. The owners of this great
2.00-pere fralt farm. often hnve a vearly Incoms
ereator than & king's ransom. The whole bhusi-
nesg ig rim alone artistic and keenly practical
Unes. A ten-mils run from Olden brings us to

WHST PILATNS,

the canital of HMowsll county and a live town
af 3.000 neonle; half of whom, T should =ay, ‘ara
intereatad in &ome form of Trilt growing.. Tt
may be an annle orchard. a pear orchard, »
small harry farm or o neach orchard, most
Hknly the Intter. for they have the warm, rich
rod and mulatto soils here in the loveliest of
vallor and elope Iond= and hers ot an elavation
of 050 feet 'we are full In

THE BELBERTA PEACH BELT,

the homa of the mast luscloue neaches that cver
enfer the sreat frit markoets 'of the country. At
this' elevation and down tn 760 feet elevation.
which taker ns twentv miles Iower down to
Thaver and Mammoth Berlne. the slopss, table
Tands, valleve and hHills mient a1l he converted
intn a wvast, continuons: Elberia mensh orchard
and a train. of refricerntor eara dally feelehtad
in the season for the sreat marlet clties of the
conntry.  Bleveon. miler down the Dbemutiful
Howall vallay brings us to

BRANDSVILLE,

whare we arae &till over 800 feet abhove gesn-lavel
A rich Chicnen company have BENAN0 Elberta
peach trees, extensive apole orcharids and vine-
vards, ‘oamnoions wine eellnrs and o bhoaoutifual
compnny home with o retinuve of oottasas hara
and have Iand=s and plans fo¢ planting 315000
aores fn FThartn neaoh frees.  Tha enrly realiza-
tion of thair enterprise will result in the

LARGEST FPEACH ORUCHARDS IN THR
WORLD

Involvineg miles of contintens orvchard all de-
voted to tha king of peaches.  Thi=s grent en-
terprize will seem bewild=ring to the plodders
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on the small fruit farms of other countries,
but it i3 the way the big frult syndicates are
carrying thelr work to successtul lssue In this
Ozark country. Five miles below Brandsville is

KOBHKONONG,

the scena of another %lgantlc peach growlin

enterprise. We are still In the deeply colore

red lands at an elevation of 980 feet, with peach
orchards reaching cut into an interminable net-
work surrounding the pretty hamlet, Culvert
Bros. haove 27,000 peach treeg in these orchards,
every one an Hiberta. 'The 20,000 of these trees
that bore their maiden crop last year gave &
¥ield of seventy-two carloads of frilt,  for
which the Tortunsate owners received $34,000, of
which about $25,000 was reckoned as net profit.
The Culvers are planting 40,000 more HElberta
trees this season ahd are clearing the ground
for as many more next yvear.

AT 8T. ELMO,

Just below the great Culver orchards, are tho
still larger orchards of the McNair Frult com-
pany. ‘The farm s 5000 acres in extent and
140,000 Elberta peach trees are already planted,
Of these 60,000 were in bearing last season, pro-
ducing 176 carloads of these superb peaches
which found thelr way to Chicago, New York
Boston, Philadelphia and other large cities of
the country, where they creatoed a sensation
among merchants, consumers and fruit con-
noisgseurs. 1 have no data as to the retarns on
the mammoth peach crop or this farm, but
reasoning the wvalue at the very conservative
sum of $500 per ear, the product of the MeNair
orchards last year mounted up to the princely
sum of 387,600, It iz probable that $100.000 would
gome mnearer to the wholesale vyalue of the
MeNalr peach crop, as much of it was esti-
mated by crates and baskets to be worth $600
per car. In the picking, packing and shippin
geason, 2,000 men, women mand children ﬂnﬁ
employment on this farm.

he small fruits are extensively cultivated for
export in Jasper, Newton, Lawrence and Greensa
counties, and the Industry has proven very
profitable, At Barcoxie in Jasper county, 350
carloads of strawberries were shipped out In
i single season,

Mr. W, H. Parks of Springfield sold in three
suceessive yvears from o three and a half acre
cherry orchard 8500, $700 and $1,200 worth of
cherries. And so it goes. In every Ozark coun-
ty visited came reports of market returns
from apple, peach, &ear and cherry orchards
and small fruit plats or farms that In any
other country would seem fabulous., The sim-
ple story of the frult Industry in all these
Ozark counties reads llke a novel and chal-
lenges belief. And yet no wonder-working
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Monte Cristo has wrought marvels or miracles
here. The transformation from forest to or-
chard and garden Is the work of patient, plod-
ding, painstaking human hands, nd the work
will go on and on till these plateaus, hills and
valleys along the Frisco line are redolent with
the rich, ripe, luscious fruita of almost con-
tinuous orchards, vineyards and fruit gardens,
Fruit growing i{n this ideal climate is

A NOBLE INDUETRTY,

and develops a race of roval men. The suc-
cesgful cultivation of the orenard and vine
goes hand in hand with mental culture, fine
methad, painstoking, intelligent industry, nice
economy, oarceful Investigation and delleate
ﬂs'mpa.t% with the nature aond habits of the
trees, 22 and plants, reared and fostered
by the cultivator's own hand=. With the sue-
cesaful orchard, vineyard and small fruit gar-
den comes the cultivation of pretty homes,
books, flowers, art and a love of the beauti-
ful and {deal. The very nature of this nobla
calling appeals to the hest qualities of the best
men and women and in the IEM of experiments
at Olden, Brandsville, Koshkonong, St Elmo
and Bpringfield is the promise of o at des-
tiny for all this beautiful and fruoitful region,
involving tenz of thousands of intellizent men
and women, o chain of brignt towns and a so-
cial order representing the best amenities of
our genial ecivilization. Many of my readers
may not care to enter the fruit growing lists,
but I bheg to remind them that I have been
asked to glve a summary of the resources of
this Ozark country and that this ﬁ'ﬂ&t industry
i3 one of the foremost of them. r. Bates ro-
minds me, just here, that my friend Mr. John
Schmidt maoy want to hear something about

THE POULTRY INDUSTRY

that has taken such a profound hold of the
consciousness and activities of the Ozark coun-
try people. 1t may surprise the reader to
know that this is really the best poultry raising
country in the Tnited States, and that poultry
and itz products outclass any other Industry,
and in fanet are greater in cash returns than
all the frults, minerals, grains, grasses, herds,
flocks and forest products of the country com-
bined. While the domestic hirds and fowls
are not, like the fifty or more native grasses
and the fifty native plants of weed and flower.
indigenous to the soll, everybody in town and
country cultivates poultry S0 asiduously and
successfully that the grand total of revenue
from this source runs away up into the mil-
liona. WWhile Plymouth HRocks are most gen-
erally kﬂuﬁt' all the finer breeds are cultivated
with su marked success that everybody is
led to take a hand in the work. he mild
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equable climate, dry footing and presence of
limestone in the soil and fine disintegrated par=
ticles of limestone In the ficlds and woods, the
pure spring and brook water, nearly alwoys
accezgible; the mild, open wintera. which in-
flugnce the free production of erps when the
maores nc-rl.herrt' markets are destitute of them;
the almost entire freedom from prevailing poul-
try diseases and parasites and the cheap and
plenteous supply of insgect fooas, vegetable and
grain fobds, are “all and singular” inspirations
to the business of raising poultry and egzes
possessed by no other country. So & iz the
volume of production in these countics that
Bpringfleld has come to be the largest poultry
and egg market in the country. eaides the
large consumption of poultry and eges in this
clty of 30,000 people, the city and the county of
Greens annually oxport §,000,000 pounds of live
and dressed poultry and 5.000,000 dozens of
eges.  No indostry in the country pavs so
well for the money invested and care glven
to the business, which s growing In voluma
even faster than the orchards and mining inter-
ests.. The poultry ralgser or fancier makes no
doubt about the health of his charges for they
have really no enemies. The averaze Ozark
county exports from half a million to o million
pounds of poultry and from 150,000 dozens of
eggs up to 250,000 dozens, The possibilities of
the business are practically [llimitable,

With all the advantages of the country hercin
mentioned of course there are

SOME DRAWEBACKS.

These inhere to or belong, to every eountry, no
matter what or where, The first dieappointing
sensation our Mr. Bates felt on looking over
this Ozark reglon was the presence of the
broken and partlally disintesrated limestone in
many of the forests and fields. The famons
fruit orchards above mentioned are planted
on beds of broken, flinty rock from the size of
coarse gravel Stones up to the size of eges.
Hiz disappointment, howevor, changed to =sur-
prise when he saw the frult men preferring
these white rock deposits, that are generally
mixed with red sollg, for planting thelr trees
and vines on, and later when in Christian and
other eounties he saw some of the richest corn
stalks and shocks grown In flelds where the
white lime denosits were thlek emough to al-
most obscure the red sofls on whole acres, At
the Brandsville. MeNair, Culver BRros. and
others of the blg peach orchards the surface
of the ground, both in forest and fleld, was
white with this fine; broken roeck to the al-
most entire exclusion of red clay with which
the gravel is nearly always mixed.” The stranger
is not well impressed with this very common
feature of the firlds and woods, hut the ald-
timer Iz never disturbed by it. In the more
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broken rocky hill or mountain districts the
resence of great masses or ledges of rocks,
the stranger from the plain or pralrle countries
i unpleasantly impreszsed with the appearance
of " the country, but even these rugeed and
broken tracts are rieh in herbage and browse
and will always be favorite sheep and gpoat runs
frr the shephernd. .

I am Inelined to think the easy-golng zet-
tlers themselves are the most serious drawback

Lo the Ormrk country. Some of these are

mountaineers from Tennessee and the Carolinas
who bring their old habits and charooteristics
with them. They find it =o easy to subsist
themselves and families here that they drop
into careless content with thelr lot and pursus
the same superficial methods of cualtivation
peculiar to thelr old mountaln homes. The
log eabin, no matter how erude or open, is
good enough for them and they have no higher
ambitlon than the use of the bull-tongue plow,
i pateh of corn, tobacco and sweet notatoss,
n flock of chickens and some shadbelly piga—
just equal to their simplest necessitics. To do
better and advance in the scale of enlightenad
living: would reauwire effort they are disin-
clined to make. They would sooner give up the
life they are so well satismed with than  1ift
i hand to mnake themselves or their familles
or nefghbors wiser or better, These are good,
auiet, Inw-abiding, kind-hearted people, who
share their last meal or Battle Axe plug with
yvou, but they have no mora business in this
advancing eountry of railways. orchards and
achoolg than a bull has in & china shop, and
the sooner they sell out therr farme and homes
i ambitlons new comers the hetter for the
eountry. Let no reader take this little eriti-
clam a2 a reflection on the fivernge of

THE PEOPLE

of the Ozark country. from 2000 to 15000 strong
in tha counties named. There pre as Iarge
a per cent of bright. Intelllzent, progressive
and entertaining people in thiz conntry as in
any of my knowladge, The real, unadulterated
vithion 18 a rara avis here as much as he would
he In Boston or Chieagne, and there §s
nelther place nor a mission for him in o
country that ls fast filling up with bright, am-
bhitious new eettlers from the morth and east,
The peopla of the towns are as cosmopolitan
in chnaracter and onterprise ond working abil-
ity #as In any other part of the country. In
the farm districts they are more homogeneous
and provineial, Dot always and everywhers
are friends of good government, law and or-
der, good society. schools, churches and the
hest amenities of good living. Hoapitality.
warm, cordial and unresarved, I8 a ecardinal
principle with tham, and the new settler from
whatever country or clime is assured of a cor-
s

v 4



-ii]zﬂ recaption to the full extent of his desery-
neg.

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

are of the best and the settler will find from
forty to one hundred and forty of them in a
county, depending upon the measura of the
opulation. 8ix months of the wyear they are
reg to every child of fortune or lowly birth
and mnona are heyond the opportunity for a
good common school educatson.  Most of theae
Ozark counties have a permanent school *fund
of from $10,000 u]p to $30.000 or $40.000—a practi-
cal endowment that cannot be alienated. There
are

PLENTY OF CHURCHES

rapresenting all the lending religlous faiths—
epnh county having from twenty to fifty or
more, depending ut‘:un the rweligious needs of
the pupuratjun, and no ecltizen iz beyond the
reach of the church of his choiee. The visltor is
impressed with the good order and high moral
gtandards everywhere n.gpn.rm:lt. and s most
agreeably surprised with the

LOW RATE OF TANATION

and  freedom from bonded indebtedness in
nearly all the counties of southwest Missourd,
Few of the counties have any public debt and
there Is nearly everywhere a disposition to avoid
bonding the eounty or town for any project
however alluring. Grist mills, flour mills and
gow-mills fare numerous enough for the con-
venlence of m-ar{' getfler, To the credit of
the Ozark region It may be sald

GENERAL CROP FAILUREE

are unknown. The crops are never cut short
by frost or desolating drouth. There is always
wheat and corn, onts and other grain crops and
vegetables equal to the needs of the coontry
nnﬁﬂ in nearly all seasons a good surplus for
pexport. The evenness of the rainfall and the
natural fertility of the sofl maké the produc-
tion of good crops as certaln as the rains and
sunghine. The

RAILWAY AND MARKET FACILITIES

are exceptionally good. The Frisco system cov-
ers this whole Ogark mountain country as it
iz fast covering the whole Southwest. From
Bt. Louls southwest to Springfield, Oklahoma,
Ft. Smith., the Indian Territory and far Into
South Texas and away into western Kansas
rung the maln line of this ent svstem with
gcores of connecting lateral lines in every di-
rection. The old Memphis line, now a part of

the Frizeo system, runs from Kansas

Springfield to Memphis and Binninghn?:lfyt:;f
versing the Ozarks from north to south and
reaching out over the counties herein outlined
with several lateral lines. With this rapidly
growing railway system now reaching north-

east to Chieca
Tlinols, gc via the Chleago & Rastern

THE MARKET FACILITIES.

of the Ozark country are as lHmitable as are
its capabilities for production. The frult mar-
ket is practically unbounded. The eitles of the
South take all the surplus flour, much of the
wheat, all the poultry products they can get
and_all the fruit that can be spared. ‘fhu
whale country is hungry for the surplus poul-
try. live stock, frults and vegetables of this
reglon and the transportation facilities are at
hand to carry off these and the mineral prod-
ucts of the country.

The Friseo people offer ample
FACILITIES FOR SETTLEMENT

and Inspection of the country., Twice a month
are run excursion traing onm terms 8o liberal
that anybody may come and see the country
and judge of its real and relative merits. No
country is more easy of access and settlement
than this of which I have freely written. The
rallways bring hither the new settlers and good
Mother Nature has made 1t possible for men
to occupy the Iand and become owners of the
soll and surround themselves with the common
comforts of life within a single season. The
land is cheap, the foresis epasily and quickly
cleared, and half a hundred varieties of wild
gragzes are alveady here to subsist the horses,
cows, sheep or goats. The potato and corn
field and garden materializes the first season
for the earnest worker and the wheat fleld the
firsl autumn. The log house, barn or poultry
house may be bullt in a few days on the very
spot where the trees are standing. Of course
it takes labor to do all this and that is what
the country needs to make it blozsom as the
rose, Here in the Ozarks is

THE BEST POOR MAN'S COUNTRY

in the middle states. Any man with strong
hands, a willing mind and an ordinary stock
of common sense may make a home and farm
and surround himsell with the comforts of
rural life hore, if only he ls a worker. By the
same =lgn he may plant and own an orchard,
found flocks and herds and become independ-
ent. BSpeculators are not wanted; there are al-
ready too many men “living by thelr wits "
which means live out of the labor and sub-
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stance of others. Tor tho small farmers of the
East who would enlarge their heldings and in-
dustrial horizson; for the renters of Town. Hli-
nofs, Ohin and Indiana; for the hard working
men of New England. whoss theift and econ-
omy would bring plenty nnd competency here.
and for the fruit grower, poultry rajser and
unstorallst with small flocks and hends, for the
landless ranctiman of the West whosa nconpna-
tlon s golnz of gone. this Ozark country of-
fors Inducemants not often found'in these days—
these migratory davs whon evervhody and his
nefghbor are on the wing for some new Tllonig,
Here 1s Utoplo—the one vou have been seekine

all these venrs, nnd within fts horlzon Is Ar-
cadin,

To the eastern and northern readers of this
review. acoustomed to harder lines of lifs in
legs  favored lands, the eoontry reviewed in
these columns with Its measureless weanlth of
alimate, solls, minerals, forests and orehards
and fts commercinl and industeial nioaaibilities,
nresent a flald of opportunity go vast and invit-
Ing that s horaldry Is Hitle less thon a bene-
diction. It s no dreary waste from which men
may turn with o assnse of leneliness and desgo-
lntion: for it plateaus are as falr as T.om-
hardy, its vallevs lovely as the fabled Eden and
the sunshine falle upon ts matehless Innd-
seape nE #nftly as on the waves of Naples Bav,
For the Idealist 1t has poetry and for the
:Izte-rner materialist rleh fislds of conqueat. 1t
B

GREAT DESTINY

tolive In a land where Apollo might tend flocks
and Sapoho turn daleymald, singing her sonss
In_ _the shadows af the Blue mounds—a  lond
whera the practieal and |deal =6 hand In hond
to make the perfect human life.

COUNTIES 1T WILL PAY TO INVESTIGATE.

While theore i3 not a single county to oon-
demn or overlonk in all the thirty-fAve outlined
in this renort. there are holf o dogen that com-
mend themselves as eanstinlly moriting the: at-
tantion of home seakers and Inveators, Mr
Biates was greatly Impressed with

PULASKT COUNTY,

for ite materinl advantnges and especlally for
the large number of excecdinegly cheap fmnroved
farms and fine trocts of aalk timber availalble
tonmew-comers.  This cnunty is 520 zapare miles
in extent amd has 10,300 neome, Tt lies hizh un
on _the Ozark divide 1,400 feet above the ses
and on the Fri=oo Iine 125 miles southwest of
Bt Louls. Tt abounds in fine platean, beantiful
alluvial valleva and hottoma and {8 dralned hy
the Gpsconade and Big Piney rivers and doz-
ena of smaller stream=s sach with borders ‘of
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rich walley and bottom land. The Gasconads
and Big oy traverse the county 500 miles.
It is o fine wheat, corn, grass and fruit coun-
ty. and though 76 per cent of {t Iz still In for-
est, the exports for the year 1000, wers 2,046
eattle, 15,224 hogs., 400 horses and mules, 4,500
sgheap, 70,1256 bhushels of wheat, 676,820 lbs, of
flour, 20,000 Ibs, of corn meal 171265 lbs. of
mill fesd, 2,278 bbla of apples, 25000 ratlroad
ties, ovor half o million Iha. of lve and dressed
poultry, 487,000 dozen eggs and 36,000 1bs. of
wool, 'The woods abound in fine oak timber and
naturnl grass nnd for the subsistence of 30,-
000 sheep oand gonts ar 20,000 cattle. Wild Iands
dre selling nt 32 to 85 per acre and Tarms for
lesz- than 'the post of improvements, Waynes-
ville, the capltnl of the county, Is ten miles
inland from Crocker, the nearest railway sta-
tion., There is room and need for 00 new
farmerg here nnd they can buy the farms
for about the cost of a years rental In TIi-
nols. * Flonty of schools, churchies and mills
and room for 100 tip-top shaep and Lt ranches
in the splendldly grizsed woodlands and river
blufles. Ton. W. H. Locker of Waynesvilie,
the llvest man In the county. and the present
honored member of the legislature, will be
glnd to answer all your gquestions and show
¥ou over the country. He 18 o mighty good
mill and an honest one.

LACLEDE COUNTY,

next weet of Pulaski. is another one of these
Intéan counties, rich in rea salis, 70 per cent

orest and 1,650 feet above the sen. Hers, as In

aski, it is & succession ol table lands, wood-

ed hills, and fine valleys along the Gasconade
anid nomercus smaller streams. It |3 a fine
griin, grazs and frult country, has 985 free
achoals, 36 churches and 12 mills, Farms are
very ocheap and wild lands fH:um £ to 6 per
aere.  The county ig about 40 per cent larg;ﬂr
than Pulask! and has o population of 16,523,
nearly all native Americans. KExports for 1800
were LO8T cattle, 13186 hogs. 1L.020 horses -and
mules, 5,704 sheep, #4000 bushels of wheat, 158,-
000 Ibs, flour, 16.491 bbls, of ::;:IDIEF. Ta,000 ft. of
hardwood lumber, 5,000 £t walnut lumber, 22.-
220 rallrond ties, 80 fons lead ore, 1,886,670 1he. of
lve and dressed pouoltry, 282,800 dozen ogea, 23~
10 1he,, dried frait, 54,000 lbs. wilkd me, 6,000
1bs. feathoars, 31,000 ths. hides and pelts and 89.-
000 Ihs. 'of wool. Owver 50,000 bbls. of apples wore
shipped ‘out Iast fall. Thls county holds . the
medal for bhest display of frolt at the Pan-
Ameriean. Labanon, the ocodanty seal, 5 4
model town of 2,500 people, has several mills and
churches, n_fine high school, several newspa-
pers, a noted artesinn magnetic well, and is one
of the popular =ummer resorts of the Frisco
system. he three great Industries of the coun-
ty are froit, poultry and graln growing, all
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¥yet In thelr Infancy. If you want to know
more than I have told vou about this county,
Mr. A. T. Nelson, the obliging local asent of
the Ozark Plateau Land Co., will tell ¥ou and
ba glad to show you over the country besldes.
He iz young, active, handsome and rellable,

WEBSTER COUNTY,

the next west of Laclede, is exceptionally mond
lerritory, has o population of 1&.543. £ mz«gngele-
vatlon of 1,400 feet and an area of 650 square
milés, This is one of the platean counties, very
rich in red soils, abounding in white limestone
and is one of the best all around farm and
fruit counties In the Ozarks, It is an undulat-
ing woodland country with many small prairies.
About 60 per cent of the county Is forest and
the balance mostly In wall kept farms. Wild
lands $2.50 to $7 per acre and farms from %10
to %30 per acre. The county =eat = Marsh-
field, a bright and model town of perhaps 2,.-
000 people. The county has 77 free schools.
The chlef sxports are live stocl, wheat, apples.
flour, pouliry, egpgs, wool, nursery stock, ete.
t will pay to look this county over. Mr. W.
H. Thnrmgaun or Mr. John W. Case will in-
form further about this county and taka pleas-
ure in showing vou about the country.

GREENE COUNTY

ind the eity of SpringfAeld come next. Here
we are In the eentral county and city of zouth-
west Missourl, the former with an area of &60
square miles, a mean elevation of about 1.200
feet and 62,713 people. Thiz I8 a very rich
county mainly of red sails, woodland, springs
and small streams abundant, farmes well im-
proved and generally well eultivated, A very fine
and produective variety farm country.  Foultry
cegs, commercial frult, live stock, canned goods.
wheat. flour, mill feeds, wool, artificial lce.
hardwood lumber and Hme the principal ex.
ports. Wild lands $6 to $10 and improved farms
from $12 to 240 per aere. Springfield s a most
beautiful eity of 30,000 people. has scorss of
millz, shops and factories emploving about .-
000 mechanics, and not an empty houze within
Its borders. Ita colleginte and high schools rank
with the best in the country. Population cos-

mopolitan and progressive. 'The erentest poul-"

try and egg market in America, eation fdeal
water supply unequaled. enterprise unbounded.
Elevation 1,500 feet, Tributary country largor
than New England. The center of the Friseo
railway system. Mr. Wm. H. Johnson of this
city will give you all the information ahout
the eclty and tributary country that wyou may

desire and you mavy be wvear
accurate and reliable. y sure it will be

H

CHRISTIAN COUNTY,

Iying next on the south of Greene, is one of the
smallest of Ozarle ecounties, having only 242
sgquare miles, but it is big in productlve re-
sourceé and has a soll not excelled by any in
the southwest. Tis wheat and cornfields In
point of vield are well nigh matchless among
the Ozark counties. The county iz rolling along
the streams, has good areas of table land be-
yvond, soma rugged bluffs and very pretiy littla
valleys. The red, black and mulatto soils pre-
dominate and there 8 never a crop fallure.
Corn, wheat, rye, oats, cotton, cow peas, tur-
nips, and all root and garden crops moke a fine
showing, There are 16,960 people in the coun-
ty, ond they support over 60 free schools, &0
churches, 6 newspapers and 9 flour mills. The
wheat crop this yvear ran above 1,000,000 bush-
¢ls. the yield per acre ranging from 15 to 40
bushels. - The ecorn erop 8 always good, rang-
Ing from 35 to 70 bushels to the acre, Thig
county exported in 1800 4,760 cattle, 18,621 hogs,
3,000 sheep, 262,661 bushels wheat, 142,000 1bs.
flour, 1500 bushels elover seed. 1,900 bbls. apples,
163,000 ft. of hardwood lumber, 173,000 feet of
wilnut, 88,000 rallroad tles, 375,350 Ihs, of poultry,
217,640 dozen en;s. T0.000 1bs. butter, 619,000 1bs.
canned goods, H7,000 bbls. of nursery stock, 10, -
000 1bs, wool and 1,125,000 lbs, of colton, the lat-
ter commodity much of it coming from the
neighboring counties to the south. This is a
remarkable showing for =0 #2mall a county.
Nearly half the county s still in forest, which
Is abundant In blue stem, wild pea vines, and
other grazing grasses and plants to the number
of 50 or more. The south hatf of the county Is
egpecially rich in wild herbage and many fino
natural sheep and goat ranches could be lo-
cated here and purchased at a low figure. Many
good farms are offered for sbout the first cost
of improvements. The eounty is finely watered,
and is connected with Springfield by the Chad-
wick branch running: some 30 miles southward
10 the willage of Chadwick, near the Taney
county border. Half the land in the nuuntf =
considered mineral land and the output of lead
and zine from some of the richer mines reachies
lnrge volume. Blue grass, orchard grass, clover
and timothy all fAourish here, and the same
may be sald of all the fruite. Ozark, the eoun-
ty seat, is a progperous town of 1,000 people. AL
parta, a little further down the Frisco, is lo-
cated the largest of the Frisco Live Stock com-
any's experimental goat ranches. Mr. J. P

ee, the Sparta land man, will give any further
information that mﬂ{l be desired. He is a re-
liable and trustworthy gentleman. At Chad-
wick, the end of the road, are the offices of
Messrs. Hamel & Workman, who know all this
aouth eountry like an open book and they will
tell you where are the best farm lands, min-
ing prospects and sheep and goal ranches, They
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are both prime men to be trusted and honorad
with vour confidence, In full sight of Chadwick
are the well grassed hills and rich valleys of

TANEY COUNTY.

Through this county sweeps the White river,
the greatest of Ozark streams. 160 miles, its
gerpentine windings flanked with rieh hottoms
whera grow the finest cotton and corn, the for-
mer up to two bales and the latter up to 75
bushels to the gere. On the bald, rocky bultes
and wooded bluff lands of this gounty grow
the finest wild grasses, and heore are the sltes
for many and many o fine sheep and goat run,
Therea nre rich mineral deposits here, too, nand
soma 10,000 people. Here vyou are in the El-
berta peach belt and the belt that grows all
the other fruits and 1 am told that they are
building & railway up the White river vallev,
When they do, it will be pretty near the land
of promisge to many a new ranchman and farm-
&1, At Taneyville, some dozen miles from Chac-
wick, Is the Angora and fruit ranch of my
friends of the Swan Creek Land and Fruit com-
pany with a_ nobby bunch of Angoras. These
people are =olving ]ntcrnnting problems for Tan-.
ey aounty and some day 1 may have more 1o
write of thelr enterprise, This county must
not be overlooked by the homesesker. For tho
rest Hamel & Workman of Chadwick or Mr.
Wm. H. Johnson of Springfeld will give you
all neaded particulars. From here we go baclk
to Springfield and thence down the Memphis
dlvigion of the Friseo, south to Cedar Gap,
Mansfleld and Mountain Grove |n

WRIGHT COUNTY.

This i2 one of the counties that it will not
do to overlook. Here we are 1600 to 1,300 feet
above the sen In o county of 720 square miles
and with a population of 17,618 people—gond
wide awake people from every state in the
Union. They have 90 Irée senools. The springs
and rivers are tributary to me White and Gas-
conade rivers. The =oils ate good, the table
Iands and vallevs heing particularly well soited
for fruit and mixed farming. A third of the
county breaks Into wooded hills and bluffs. the
balance being easily accessible to the plow.
Extensive areas of table land and the =mall
villeys offer opportunity for the hest order of
farming. The [ertile sofle bring fine crops to
the thrifty farmer. All the gralns and- grass
flourish here and the woods are rich in wild
grass and other herbage. Wheat and corn
are prime crops. Clover and timothy grow big
and strong. The orchards are beautiful and
fruitful. Wright county exported in 1800 2,500
cattle, 11,280 hogs=, 0,330 sheep, 62,500 bushels of
wheat, 168,000 lbs. flour, 8000 1has. corn medal,
120,000 Ibs. of mill feeds, 15,650 bbls. apples, 460,-
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000 feet hardwood lumber, 2,156,000 feet of pine
II%TEbBBﬂrh tED”-:]W railroad tlllﬁﬁ‘julﬂ,ﬂgﬂ ll.'naf pou ti‘rgrﬂ.
4 A DZENn e 4 crates of peac
and berries and Eﬁm Ibs. canned goods. The
last apple crop could hardly have been less than
25,000 bbls. Lands are cheap here, wild land go-
ing at $1.50 to 7 per acre;, and Improved farms
from 37 to $30. onntoin Grove, the largest
rafllway town in tha county, has 1,800 people,
seven churches, a first closs academy, a bank,
two newspapers, two roller mills, two fruoit
evaporators, capacious cold storage and the
only government experimental fruit station in
the country. Messrs. Key and Slaughter live
here and will be delighted to give all needed
informatlon concerning this and tha nearby
counties, They are enterprizsing and hospicdaae

men, worthy of the highest confidence,
A little further down the road we come to
Willow Springs and

HOWELL COUNTY.

In this eounty—one of the largest In the
Ozarks—are the great Semh and apple orchards
at Pomona, Olden and Brandsville, all in the
Elberta peach belt. We wre well down the
south slope of the Ozark divide, and the whole
county 12 amooth enough to be turned Into
continuous orchards. alf the county, how-
ever, iz forest all ﬂu% stocked with blue stem
and other grasses. Is ha=s always been fa-
vorite gpround for stockmen on account of the
open range and plenteous herbage. Lands are
very cheap here considering the advanced
status of farm and fruit growing. Wild
lands are =elling from $2 to $8 and improved
farms as low as 310 and $15 an acre. The
north part of the county abounds In fine sites
for stock ranghes, where there are 30,000 or
40,000 acrez of cut over lands well grown up
with grass., Howell has 21,824 people, close to a
hundred free schools, all the churches that
are needed and an excellent populatlon.

All the prain crops do well on these red, dark
and vellow lands. West Plains, the county seat,
is a beautiful and wide awake town of 3,500

gople, the largest and liveliest on the Frisco
Eetwet'n Springfield and Memphis, and here
lives Mr. Charles Wheeler, an enterprising land
man, who will tell you all about the city and
county, the fron mines, the goat and sheep
ranches, the orchards and ever so many other
things of interest to the publie. H. C, Markham
& Co, are also very reliable and reputable land
men at West Plaing and can set you right on
land matters. I would like to say something of
Oregon county, but time is uﬁ- and space gone.
Mr. . M. Durst of Thayer will write you about
ihig county. You can depend upon anything he
SAYE,

If vou would know about t= or the status
of the Angora industry in the Ozarks write to
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General Manager A, B. Hulit of the Frlsco
Live Btock compeny, Ozark Hotel, Springfield,
He is ahsorbed in the business and a mighty
good man. And General Immigration Agent S.
A. Huoghes of the Frisco syetem wlll answer
all gquestionz as to the zemi-monthly homesesk-
ers’ excursions that are fast filllng up this
fr:-urintr}' with good people. Write him at St
Louis,




